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ITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: 



Osamu YOGI et al. 



Confirmation No.: 4361 



Application No. : 1 0/529,060 



Group Art Unit: 2853 



Filed: 



March 24, 2005 



Examiner: Stephen D. Meier 



For: DROPLET FORMING METHOD FOR ) 
MIXED LIQUID AND DROPLET ) 
FORMING DEVICE, AND INK JET ) 
PRINTING METHOD AND DEVICE, AND) 
INK JET PRINTING ELECTRODE- ) 
CARRYING NOZZLE ) 

Commissioner for Patents 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.97fb) 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b), Applicants bring to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached PTO-1449. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits for the 
above-referenced application. 

A copy of a Supplementary Partial European Search Report dated March 21, 2006, issued 
by the European Patent Office in a related application and having documents listed thereon is 
attached for the Examiner's consideration. 

All documents cited on the enclosed Supplementary Partial European Search Report are 
listed on the PTO Form 1449 with the exception of JP2000 3 1 3 1 62. JP2000 3 1 3 1 62 was cited in 
an Information Disclosure Statement filed in the instant application on September 1, 2005 and is 
therefore not listed at this time. 
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Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the Supplementary Partial 
European Search Report as well as all of the documents listed on the PTO-1449 enclosed and 
evidence that consideration by making appropriate notations on the attached form. 

As for any document listed on the accompanying PTO-1449 that is in a language other 
than English, relevance can be understood from an enclosed English abstract or from the search 
report. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art exists 
and does not constitute an admission that the listed document is material or constitutes "prior 
art." If it should be determined that the listed document does not constitute "prior art 55 under 
United States law, Applicants reserve the right to present to the Office the relevant facts and law 
regarding the appropriate status of such document. Applicants further reserve the right to take 
appropriate action to establish the patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed 
document, should the document be applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please charge the 
fee to our Deposit Account No. 50-0573. 



Respectfully submitted, 



DRINKER, BIDDLE & REATH LLP 



Dated: May 3, 2006 
CUSTOMER NO. 55694 
DRINKER, BIDDLE & REATH LLP 

1500 K Street, N.W., Suite 1 100 
Washington, D.C. 20005-1209 
Tel: (202) 842-8800 
Fax: (202)-204-0289 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



iminer 



Document 
Number 



Date 



Name 



Class 



Sub 
Class 



Filing Date 



6,242,266 



Jun.5,2001 



Schleifer et al. 



436 



518 



Apr. 30, 1999 



6,200,013 



Mar. 13,2001 



Takeuchi et al. 



366 



162.4 



Dec. 21, 1998 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Document 
Number 



Date 



Country 



Class 



Sub 
Class 



Translation 
YES NO 



WO 01/08808 



Feb. 8, 2001 



PCT 



Abstract 



EP 1 205 252 



May 15, 2002 



Europe 



WO 99/54730 



Oct. 28, 1999 



PCT 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 






E. Litborn et al., "Parallel reactions in open chip-based nanovials with continuous compensation 
for solvent evaporation," Electrophoresis, Vol. 21, Jan. 2000, pps. 91-99 






D. Shalon et al., "A DNA Microarray System for Analyzing Complex DNA Samples Using Two- 
color Fluorescent Probe Hybridization," Genome Research, Vol. 6, No. 7, July 1996, pps. 639-645 














Examiner 


Date Considered 


Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to 
applicant. 
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